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CAMPUS COAL T ON PET TIONS

for gender neutral housing

What's inside
A&E
VERTIGO MUSIC
SALES STILL STRONG

By Molly Waite
GVL Assistant News Editor

hen filling out the application for on-campus
Courtesy Photo / Tara Aday
housing, students at Grand Valley State Univer
Grand Rapids music store's
sity are not given to option to choose the gen
personal touch wards off
der of their potential roommate. In the hopes
big-box competitors B4
of changing this policy, a student-run Gender
Neutral Housing Coalition has created a petition to make a gender
neutral housing option available on the GVSU campuses.
“Gender neutral housing allows for students to choose who
they decide to live with,” said senior Ben Pohl, a member of the
NEWS
^
GNH Coalition. “It would replace the gender segregated housing
currently in place. We believe that students should have the right to
choose who they want to live with.”
RANDY NEWMAN
Pohl said he believes providing a gender neutral housing option
FAN CLUB STARTS
is necessary for upholding the university’s commitment to inclu
sion and equity, which details that GVSU will provide equal op
portunity in the use of all of its facilities. The coalition believes that
because the Housing Facilities are being segregated by gender, it is
not meeting this standard.
"Gender neutral housing would create an environment that is
inclusive to all,” Pohl said. “Just like some individuals do not feel
comfortable living with a different gender, other individuals would
not feel comfortable living with the same gender. Having gender
. -neutral housing recognizes that GVSU has and encourages having
Courtesy photo / Google Images
a diverse student body on campus.”
'Toy Story'song writer's got
The GNH Coalition plans to present to petition to the admin
a friend in his GV fan club
istration and at the Student Senate meeting today at 4:30 pm. in
Pere Marquette in Kirkhof. Pohl said they need about 300 more
LAKER LIFE
signatures before presenting it.
Andy Beachnau, director of Housing, said GVSU is not consid
NOTES FROM
ering creating a gender neutral housing option because students are
ABROAD:
not required to live on campus. Students can choose to live on or
DENMARK
off campus, but gender is currently used as a criteria for selecting
roommates.
Beachnau added that he has not yet received the petition from
the coalition and has limited knowledge of its contents, but that
future policy change would depend on the content and scope of the
proposed change and how it would impact current student assign
ment processes.
“The university would review any suggestions that are submit
ted by student leadership for consideration," Beachnau said.
The coalition acknowledged that living off campus is an option,
but Pohl said this policy is still unfair to those who would prefer to
Courtesy photo / Zoe Kilbourne

W

GVL / Rane Martin
Demanding change: Two GVSU students interact in a dorm. The Gender Neutral Housing Coalition is petitioning the Housing
Department at GVSU to allow students to choose whether they want to live with members of the same or opposite sex.
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See Housing, A2

hands-on experiences

Students choose to remain in Japan
One student to
return April 6
after classes were
suspended

//

At first we were like,
come home immediately,
this is terrible. We
wanted (Vanlwaarden)
to come home when this
happened/7

By Dan Spadafora

-Kathy Vanlwaarden
Mother of student in Japan

GVL Staff Writer

It has been 21 days since the one of
the largest earthquakes in Japan’s his
tory shook the northeastern comer of the
country, causing tsunami waves to rip
shore line communities and leaving the
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant
on the brink of destruction.
Of the three Grand Valley State Uni
versity students studying abroad in Japan,
none of them want to return home.
Matt Vanlwaarden, an international
relations major from Hudsonville, and
Keren-happuch Benavides, a film and
video major from Grand Rapids, are
about 300 and 450 miles away, respec
tively, from where the disasters hit. A
third student, whose name has not been
released, is traveling to safer areas of the
country.
Benavides and the third student were
unavailable for comment.

Courtesy photo / Mike and Kathy Vanlwaarden
Abroad for the aftermath: Matt Vanlwaarden (right) poses for a photo with two Japanese
friends. After classes were suspended, Vanlwaarden made plans to come home on April 6.

Mark Schaub, executive director of
the Padnos International Center, said
the students are safe and in contact with
their respective host universities. Two of
the students will continue their academic
programs soon.
“Obviously, the families are very con
cerned,” Schaub said. “Still, they recog
nize that the best sources of information

are not necessarily here in the U.S., but
from a range of sources, mostly originat
ing from information that is gathered and
disseminated there in Japan . The students
themselves, who’ve been in Japan for
many months and who have developed
support networks of Japanese friends,
families and campus staff, have access
to strong support networks, which help

•Some Restriction* Apply
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Weekly field trips give

tremendously in cases like this.”
Vanlwaarden, who had been study
ing at The Japan Center for Michigan
Universities for three months, learned
that his program had been suspended for
the remainder of the term and he is mak
ing arraignments to arrive home on April
6. His parents, Mike and Kathy Vanl
waarden, initially wanted their son home
as soon as possible. Kathy Vanlwaarden
said she was very concerned for her son
when the disasters happened.
“At first we were like, come home
immediately, this is terrible,” she said.
“We wanted him to come home when
this happened. Then we found out he was
okay and Grand Valley kept us informed
about everything. That was really a se
cure feeling.”

See Japan, A2

myGVSU results
Ultimately, 45 per
cent of all faculty, 55
percent of all staff and
24 percent of all stu
dents responded to the
myGVSU campus cli
mate survey. The re
sults are now undergo
ing data cleaning for
the next month at Sue
Rankin and Associatest
a data consulting firm in
Pennsylvania. A preliminary report is expected
to be delivered in early
summer with an official
report being released in
either late summer or
early fall. For more in
formation about myGV
SU, visit www^vsu.
cdu/mygvsu.
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Housing
continued from page A1

live on campus.
“Housing studies have shown that those
who live on campus on average have a high
er GPA than those who live off of campus,”
Pohl said. “This can be attributed to the re
sources readily available to those on cam
pus.”
But those who are most strongly affected
by gender neutral housing options are mem

bers of the LGBT community, Pohl said.
‘‘During fall semester, a Rutgers Univer
sity student committed suicide in response
to the actions of a homophobic roommate,”
said Colette Seguin Beighley, director of the
GVSU LGBT Resource Center.
Seguin Beighley said although President
Thomas J. Haas’ response to the youth sui
cides earlier this year was a starting point
for reaffirming the university’s policy of in
clusion, there are more avenues for the uni
versity to explore.

Japan
continued from page A1

When
the
earthquake
struck. Matt Vanlwaarden
contacted his parents and in
formed them what was hap
pening and he was safe. Kathy
Vanlwaarden was worried
when they did not hear word
from their son for a few days.
“He told us he would call
in the morning when he would
have contact with us,” she
said. “Then we didn’t hear
from him for two days, so
that made us a little nervous.
He was about 3(X) miles away
from the earthquake when
he called and he still felt the
earth move. To see all the dev-
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Danielle L Me I row I Junior, Major Biomedical Sciences Minor Women and Gender Studies)
Student Senate 2010-2011 Sigma Alpha Lambda Student Ambassadors Honors Community Council
Platform: I have chosen to run for Grand Valley State University Student Senate for a second term because of my Immense
passion for this university and Its mission. Over the past year. I have committed myself to Improving this university in
whichever ways seem best for my fellow students. I have worked wttb campus dining to improve nutrition, offer new and
better dining options, and to improve customer service. Furthermore. I worked with my fellow committee members to bring
the USA Today Collegiate Readership program to campus, switch all chalkboards to dry erase boards, and to make sure all
American Disability Association guide lines are bring met I look forward to taking on protects next year that continue to
benefit student's general well being as well as their ability to live and learn comfortably both on and off campus. If you share
my passion for making this University the absolute best It can be. please vote for me.

Gregory S. King (junior. Major Supply Cham Management and Distribution Minor Logistics)
Student Senate Sigma Phi Epsilon Habitat for Humanity Barnes and Noble - Riwrtown Mall GVSU Admissions
Platform: Hsllo, my name to Greg King and I am again running for a position on Student Senate after being on the body for
the past 2 years My work with Senate this year has resulted in an improved website for Student Senate, substantial effort in
coordinating President's Ball with fellow Senators and administration, multiple press releases for Senate events, coordination
of event advertisements with the Office of Student Life and the University Promotions Office, and general human resources
work within the body If elected. I intend to continue advertising for Student Senate and the events it hosts, work closer with
service end leadership groups so Senators can volunteer and lead alongside fellow students: conduct an extensive public
relations and advertising campaign on campus to attain more student feedback for events such as Last Lecture and Student
Voice Week, promote pride on campus in order to bond together as fellow GVSU students, adopt a more professional manner
In relevance to dress code, meetings, and general office organisation, and collaborate with technology, human resources, and
public relations staff to identify areas of improvement wKbin Student Senate
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‘‘One of the ways that Rutgers University
responded to the tragedy on their campus
was to implement a Gender Neutral Hous
ing policy. Given GVSU’s history of sup
port for the LGBTQ community, 1 believe
the university will continue to give the issue
of Gender Neutral Housing the thoughtful
consideration it deserves.”
The Gender Neutral Housing Coalition
will be tabling in Kirkhof today from 3 to
6 p.m. and Friday from to 5 p.m., collecting
signatures. Pohl said the petition can also

astation on TV, it seems like
Japan’s a lot smaller.”
Kathy Vanlwaarden said
their son was devastated with
the thought of coming home.
The decision was eventually
made to let their son stay in
Japan until his visa expires on
April 6.
“It was really tough, but
Matt has a good Christian
base,” Kathy Vanlwaarden
said. “You put all your faith
into bringing your kids up
the right way and maybe he’s
there for a reason. I thought,
how selfish to make him come
home for our needs, when
maybe he needed to be there
for another need, for someone
else.”
Matt Vanlwaarden is tak
ing potassium iodine pills and
is drinking bottled water to
remain healthy in the devas
tated country. He was unavail
able for further comment and
said he is without access to a
strong internet connection at
the present time.
Students, faculty and staff
who want to contribute to
the tsunami relief can do so
through The Japan American
Society of West Michigan
which can be visited online at
www.jaswm.org.

dspafadora @ lanthorn £om

be signed online by “liking" the Facebook
group. Bring Gender Neutral Housing to
GVSU, or by following the link on Facebook to the petition at www.petitiononline.
com.
“It should not be up to the university to
infringe on students rights by restricting
roommate selection,” Pohl said. “When se
lecting a roommate, we feel that individual,
not the institution, is best capable of making
the choice of a living arrangement."

assislantnews@ lanthorn .com
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Author to visit GVSU
and GRCC
With roughly 15 million
college graduates in the
United States between the
ages of 20 and 30, author
Libuse Binder is providing a
guide for these individuals
to make a difference in the
book Ten Ways to Change
the World in Your Twenties,
which will be presented
on the Grand Valley State
University and the Grand
Rapids Community College
campuses in April.
Binder will speak on the
main points of her book
to help students, faculty
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Rachel O. Shinsky (Junior, Major Clinical Exercise Science)
Delta Zeta Sorority Volunteer at Ronald McDonald Family Room
Platform: My name Is Rachel Shinsky I am a junior originally from Niles, Ml. I am a member of the Delta Zeta Sorority and an
active volunteer at the Ronaki McDonald Family Room of Michlana. I am a hard working student and an active member of the
communities In which I live. I have a deep love of Grand Valiev and I want to ensure that our University continues to be the
best it can be. I am running for a position on Student Senate because I am a very service oriented person. I am always willing
to dedicate my time end energy to the communities I am a part of, specifically Grand Valley State University. I wane to assist
the University in achieving goals that are a benefit to the student body as well as the University and surrounding community as
a whole. It Is a difficult but achievable task to be able to function tn harmony with the students, university and community but
In doing so It can greedy Improve all of them. By being a member of the Student Senate I want to accomplish several things.
Firstly, I want to be progressive with ideas and procedures chat are of concern to the student body, at all times maintaining
high expectations in the search for positive solutions. Secondly. I will be open to all kinds of ideas and am willing to take on
challenges. I am not afraid to take calculated risks for the benefit of the greater good. I want to ensure that all problems are
dealt with directly and in a quick and sincere manner. It is hard to say the exact things I want to accomplish if elected to the
Student Senate, because K depends on the things that matter most to the student body. I will take on the Issues brought to my
attention as if I have been crusading for them my whole life. I am very passionate when it comes to things I believe In and I do
not find R difficult to step outside of situations aad view them from other people’s perspectives. I want to increase the use of
technology la improving efficiency, and making com mu Mention between students, the University and the community more
easily accessible Grand Vaftey is already a very technologically advanced University but if we can make any improvements
that will Increase productivity in any way. It will allow us to focus on other issues. Thank you for your time end consideration.
I am looking forward to the possibility of serving as a member of the Student Senate and being proactive to find solutions for
any problems or concerns that effect the student body.
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Mayra I. Ssnchei (Junior, Major Psychology. Minor Sociology)
Member of Medrunners Member of Phi Kappa Pi 200^2010- I served as the executive vice-president of the Beta XI XI
chapter of the Phi Theta Kappa National Honor Society 2009-2010- Member of the Students International Club at Muskegon
( .immunity < oilege 2010 I was named to the AM-Mtchlgan Academic Team 2009 present- I volunteer with an organization
called Youth for Understanding (YTU'X where I currently serve at a "student representative" for three exchange students In a
public high school 2011- member of the Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society 2011 member of Medrunners ( a recent established
GVSU student organisation)
Platform One should not heve the right u> complain about things that one does not try to address or change I have deckled
tn run for a position on the Student Senate, not only beceuse I enjoy trying new things, but also because I feel that being
involved outside of the daesroom is very important for one's personal growth Throughout the years. I have learned that It Is
not enough to dream. If one does not have the courage tn fight for those dreams
As a student senator, I would like to represent the unrepresented There Is not much diversity In the student body of this
institution, therefore. I Feel Chat the student senate is the right place to raise the awareness of other minorities and to bring
their voices to light I would aIso like to Increase the Involvement of students outside of the classrooms, as well, as to
represent any of their concerns In the past years, no* even a quarter of the total student body has participated m the elections,
and for me this means that either (1) student do not even know of the existence of the organisation, or (2) students are not
•ware of how this organization affects their Ilfs at GVSU. therefore, they do not take the time to vote For this reason. I feel that
boosting the awareness of what Student Senate has to offer Is very important to achieve a fair representation of the needs and
concerns of all the students st GVSU By doing so. I feel we can encourage more students to bacome not only more involved in
the voting process, but also In the activities outside the classroom Based on this unequal representation of students In the
Student Senate. I would like to not only represent minorities, but to represent everyone that is currently not being
represented. Specific goals •Implement mechanisms that wig allow for students to comfortably state their concerns -Boost
the necessary need to recogntar diversity • Increase student involvement on campus, as well as. In the voting process
•Encourage minority students to participate in the Student Senate •Create more awareness among the student body of what
Student Senate has to offer

and staff identify ways
to engage in, create,
and believe in making a
difference, from eating lo- cally to reducing waste, or
from starting a nonprofit
organization to finding a .
career dedicated to help
ing others.
Monday from 2 to 3
p.m., Binder will present in
the GRCC Student Cen
ter, the Bostwick & Lyon
Multipurpose Room 224. [
She will also be speaking ‘
at GRCC on April 5 from
10 to 11 a.m. in the Ap
plied Technology Center,
Ransom & Fountain Rooms118/120.
At GVSU, Binder will
speak on April 4 from 6
to 8 p.m. on in the CookDeWitt Center. The event is
LIB 100-approved.
All events are free and
open to the public.

Enter Coupon Code "NEWSPAPER" at checkout and receive
2 free keepsake announcement covers.

See our Seniors Guide to Graduation Online!

www.SignatureA.com/Grad
folia P. lott (Senior, Major General Business. Minor Political Science)
GVSU Track and Reid Student Senate
Platform: I am running to be re-elected to the Student Senate body for the main purpose of contribution and betterment of
our college community. On the Student Senate body I have worked on the Campus Affairs Committee understanding,
promoting and raisingawareness of Issues that students deem important to this University Some project* that I heve worked
on while on senate Indude University Leadership Round Tables, Resolution to commend the first class of students at GVSU.
looking into the benefit* and repercussions of a 'fall break' and many other small yet beneficial protects. I am thoroughly
excited about potentially working on tht* body for another year and ensure my dedication and hard work on a day-to-day
basis to make GVSU a better place for all students

Tips for Graduating Students on Job Hunting, Interviewing & Resume Writing
Written by a College Recruiter

Our Family is Dedicated to Supporting
the Education Community.
Signature Announcements was started by a College Student to bring better
prices, quality and service to students across the U.S.
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Corrections
Vince Panozzo’s name was
misspelled in the story 'Upset with
budget cuts, the Lakers blitz the
capitoT in Monday's issue.
The error has been corrected
online
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JUSTUS BLOG
Gov. Snyder plans to
take back Toledo
LANTHORN.COM

EDITORIAL

EDITORIAL CARTOON

Truly inclusive?
The social environment in and around Grand Valley State
University has grown to be more accepting of ideas that
were once considered radical, so there is no reason for
the university to maintain gender segregated on-campus
housing, especially for returning students.
ost of us take the ease of the roommate application
process tor granted, particularly when going in blind.
Sure, worries about sleep schedules, cleanliness and
work ethic are normal, but most students never have to wonder
whether the next year ot their life will be spent sharing close
quarters with someone who won’t accept them because of their
sexuality or gender identity.
For LGB I students at GVSU, the housing selection process
comes with its own unique set of challenges and fears, many
of which could be absolved if GVSU adopted a gender neutral
housing policy. Gender neutral housing would allow students
to choose between living with roommates the same or opposite
genders and, while the policy would be geared mostly toward
LGBT students, it would benefit anyone who feels more
comfortable living with the opposite sex. Under the current
system, some students find themselves facing one homophobic
or transphobic roommate after another, and Housing cannot
accommodate all requests to change rooms.
Despite the common assumption, the point of gender neutral
housing would not be for couples to live together on campus,
although it shouldn’t matter. Under the current system, two LGBT
couples of the same gender would have to go through the same
process as two heterosexual students of the same gender, which
could, and in some cases already has, lead to complications
should the LGBT couple grow apart or decide to break up. These
problems between couples are going to exist regardless of what
kind of housing policy the university chooses to implemnt, so to
use it as an excuse for not considering gender neutral housing as
an option makes no sense.
Couples who wish to live together or students who feel
uncomfortable living with a specific gender or sexuality
can choose to live off campus in one of the many apartment
complexes that surround the university, but while off-campus
housing can be an option, as Housing Director Andy Beachnau
suggests, apartment living is not always a viable choice for
students who do not have a regular income or want the oncampus experience. Students should not be forced to move further
away from on-campus resources just because they wish to live a
different lifestyle from what is considered the norm. When living
on campus is the only realistic option, feeling safe or comfortable
around a roommate should trump what gender they identify with.
While the university has made great strides towards
inclusiveness in the past decade, the current push for gender
neutral housing demonstrates that GVSU’s work is not yet done.
Currently, gender is the primary criteria in GVSU’s roommate
selection process - sexual orientation is currently not a criterion,
but it should be. With an increasing number of teenagers and
young adults embracing their sexuality at younger ages and as
more and more LGBT students come to GVSU, offering gender
neutral housing would be a strong statement from administration
that the university not only cares about the comfort of its LGBT
students, but is reactive to its tuition-paying student body.
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Valley Vote
Should Campus Dining keep specific
dining locations open late at night?

Yes: 91%

No: 9%

This week s question:

Vote online at

Should Grand Valley adopt a gender
neutral housing policy?
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YOUR THOUGHTS

Should GVSU adopt a gender neutral housing policy?

"Since you can live
right across the
hall from a girl,
I don't think you
need to share a
room with them.
They can come over
as often as they
want."

Eric Peterson
Freshman
Engineering
Midland, Mich.

"I think students
should have the
right to choose. I
think that Grand
Valley should allow
students to make
that decision if
they want."

"I do. I think
especially students
within the LGBT
community should
have the right
to choose, and
students should
have the right to
choose in general."

"If it was by floor,
that would be
okay, but as far as
sharing the same
room, I don't think
so. Especially as
freshman, but as
upperclassmen,
they should be able
to choose."

"I think there
should be an
area set aside for
gender neutral
housing, but I
don't think there
needs to be an
entire building for
that option. I am
not biased, but the
university should
meet the needs of
the community."

Lana Sellman

Ashley Bower
Junior
Biomedical Science
Grand Ledge, Mich.

Jeff Dimitrievski

Matt Harvey
Freshman
Political Science
Kentwood, Mich.

Senior
Health Professions
and Spanish
Grand Rapids, Mich.

GVL STUDENT OPINION

The joys of class registration
Chris
Slattery
GVL Columnist

Dear Returning Students,
It’s 6:45 a.m. and you went to
bed three hours ago (that finance
exam wasn’t going to make flashcards for itself, although it would
be amazing if it could). As the
productive student you are. you
woke up just before the sunrise
(thanks to an almanac that your ec
centric aunt got you for Christmas)
and hopped on your computer,
fueled by nothing but Starbucks
and the motivation to snatch up all
the cool classes before your lazy
peers.
You snooze,you lose... out
on the opportunity to schedule all
your classes on Monday to ensure
a six-day weekend.
This is a confusing time for you
— the last time you woke up this
early was to pound out the final
thousand words of a paper you had
forgotten about. It always a weird
time, with the world not entirely
dark, but not lit up by the sun just
yet. You become apprehensive
about turning on your light, feeling

The ultimate goal of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn opinion page is to stimulate
discussion and action on topics of interest
tp the Grand Valley Community.
; Student opinions do not reflect those of
the Grand Valley Lanthorn.
I The Grand Valley Lanthorn welcomes
reader viewpoints arid offers three vehicles
of expression for reader opinions: letters
to the editor, guest columns and phone
responses.
■ Letters must include the author’s name
and be accompanied by current picture
identification if dropped off in person.
Letters will be checked by an employee of
the Grand Valley Lanthorn.
• letters appear as space permits each

issue. The limit for letter length is one
page, single spaced.
The editor reserves the right to edit and
condense letters and columns for length
restrictions and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn will not be
held responsible for errors that appear in
print as a result of transcribing handwritten
letters or e-mail typographic errors.
The name of the author may be withheld
for compel ling reasons.
The
content.
information
and
views expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those of the
university, its Board of Trustees, officers,
faculty and staff.

like your cheating your eyes out
of something special The world
exists in a temporary lens of grey
and everything blends together in
shadow.
And you just have to register
for archery.
For the past week, you have
been thanking your distant ances
tors for adopting their last name
so you could be first in line to
pick a perfect fall semester before
graduation in December. The sac
rifices they have made to pass this
lineage down to you have proved
invaluable in ensuring that the first
letter of your surname is just above
the cutoff point, the difference
between registering for a statistics
class in Allendale and a statistics
class in Holland.
With less than a minute left
before registration begins, you
begin to frantically refresh the
page, hopeful that your cell phone
clock runs on a 30-second delay.
You will get the leg up on all those
other greedy students, even if
you have to break the space-time
continuum to do it. No one w ill
take these classes from you. some
you need to graduate at the end of
the semester.
Time’s up. The curtain rises and
you dash thn>ugh the class lists.

Capstone? Check.
Theme classes? Taken care of.
Advanced Creative Nonfiction?
...It’s got to be there somewhere. I
mean, these arc the last credits you
require to finish college forever.
There is not a chance in Satan’s
snowing-in-March hell that you
can miss this class. Failure is not
an option, and neither is graduat
ing without fulfilling the writing
requirement.
But it isn’t there. In fact,
the only semester your class is
available in is winter. You had
planned for everything except this.
Whatever cosmic-karma deity you
upset, he hates you and wants you
to spend another semester trolling
around.
What can you do? You stare
sadly at the screen, and it suddenly
becomes clear to you that you
arc no longer in charge of your
destiny.
And you have to warn as many
people as possible through what
ever means you can. This can hap
pen, and it can happen to you. in
the second-person. Plan ahead, far
ahead, so as to avoid this tragedy
(that is 100 percent hypothetical).
Lz>ve, Chris
(Future Super Senior)

cslattery@ lanthorn x om

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Oppression Card: Quote in Lansing Blitz article insulting to minorities

Dear Editor
GVL OPINION POLICY ■

Senior
Biomedical Science
Romeo, Mich.

In the March 28 article about
Rick Snyder’s budget cuts, I found
Vince Ponazzo’s insight on the
realization of the budget cut issue
to be both intellectually insulting
and fallacious. To state that “these
attacks on our rights are not just
against us, it’s against every kind of
oppressed group - women, racial
minorities, the LGBT community,
those living in poverty,” is to
believe that Grand Valley Ixmthom
readers are ill informed enough to
fall for such a fallacious comparison
of two un-conceming topics. The
government cutting the overall
budget is not an attack on oppressed
groups. Also, is Vince implying

l

that there is a difference between
“us” and those in the "oppressed
group"? If so, I would be interested
to know who “us” is, and why “us”
should be categorized separately
from “every kind of oppressed
group”. Not only that, but in what
way are budget cuts “attacks on
our rights”? Even though I am
assuming that Vince Ponazzo was
happy to make such claims to gain
name recognition for his upcoming
chance at a student senate seat,
I question how he would handle
cutting budgets in turn for those
student groups who may fall under
the “oppressed" categories, when
there is just not enough allocated
money to go around. I, in no way,

\

feel comforted by cutting the
education budget, but I am willing
to wait and see all of Rick Snyder’s
plans on budget cuts before
condemning him for taking on a
hard and controversial task. When
the money is not there, where do
you suggest we get it from? Maybe
you thought your parents were lying
when they said “money doesn’t
grow on trees you know.”

Nicholas
VanKlompenberg
Want us to publish your
thoughts? E-mail us at
editorial@lanthorn.com
?

\

GVSU students
use technology to
improve job search

see
LANTHORN.COM
Anya Zentmeyer, News Editor
news@lanthorn.com

GVL / James Brien

To view an
online exclusive
»> TECHNOLOGY

Journal is history
in the making
‘Grand Volley Journal of History' to begin
publishing student work in Foil2011
—

By Lauren Ringger
GVL Staff Writer

Courtesy photo / International Women's Music Fraternity
Musk to their ears: The GVSU Mu Alpha chapter of Sigma Alpha lota, an International Women's Music Fraternity, pose with province officer Sally Roach. The womens'
road to acceptance was a long one that involved a trial period in which the chapter had to become self sufficient, a national exam and a campus inspection.

GVSU welcomes music fraternity
nual event,” she said. “This semester we are
planning to co-host an event with the Swing
GW. Staff Writer
Club. It will be a swing fest where area high
fter years of preparation. Grand school jazz bands will have the opportunity
Valley State University’s Mu to come to Grand Valley and play for col
Alpha chapter of Sigma Alpha lege level adjudicators while area swing
Iota will be initiated on April 23. dance enthusiasts enjoy a day of live jazz
music to dance to.”
Sigma Alpha Iota, an international women’s
Becoming a chartered chapter has been
music fraternity, is intended to encourage,
a long process for the girls of Sigma Alpha
nurture and support the art of music.
“We put on music related events for Iota.
“We are extremely excited, and it’s been
students to enjoy,” said Amanda Geha, the
chapter president. “Last semester we co a long time in coming, we have quite a
hosted an a cappella contest with the Al process that the girls have to go through,”
lendale High School Music Boosters. A said Sally Roach, province officer of Sigma
cappella groups from all over Michigan and Alpha Iota. “First the girls have to have 15
surrounding states came together for a night members and function on their own suc
of moderately competitive performing. We cessfully, then they petition to our national
invited four judges to come and rate the organization to officially become a pledge
groups according to song choice, choreog class. Once they are pledges they have to go
raphy, style, soloists and other performance through a training period and take a national
exam. If they pass the exam, then they be
aspects.”
Geha added that the chapter hopes to come a chapter.”
The national organization must also look
continue putting on the a cappella contest as
at GVSU when the fraternity was going
well as other events.
“As long as the interest of the commu through the process of becoming a char
nity stays high, we plan to make this an an tered group. To make sure that GVSU met

By Lauren Ringger

A

the requirements. Roach spent a day tour
ing GVSU’s facilities. During her visit, she
talked with several professors and depart
ment heads.
“We look at the quality of the school, the
quality of the music department, whether or
not it would be a good fit for our organiza
tion,” Roach said.
Sigma Alpha Iota has 215 active colle
giate chapters, 120 active alumni chapters,
and one international chapter. The organi
zation also does more for society than create
music, Roach said.
“There is a huge philanthropic wing, we
support projects around the world,” said
Roach. “We send instruments and music to
countries. We have a project that transcribes
music into braille for the blind. We’ve also
sent instruments, music and money to Haiti
within the last year. We have a very large
wing where chapters and individuals can ap
ply for money to fund local projects through
our organization.”
The national president of Sigma Alpha
lota, Elizabeth Nordling, will be installing
the chapter.

lrinxxer@lanthorn com

Marketing association wins awards at annual conference
By Chelsea Stoskopf
GVL Staff Writer

As a part of the Grand Val
ley State University American
Marketing Association (AMA),
a team of seven students who
are on the board of the associa
tion attended the 33rd-annual
International Collegiate Confer
ence in New Orleans on March
24 to 26, bringing home three
national awards.
“I am so proud of them and
so excited for them,” said AMA
faculty adviser and affiliate pro
fessor Maria Landon. “They’ve
worked as a team, increased
the membership and had lots
of really good, interesting pro
grams.”

Landon said one of the
awards was for new and revi
talized chapter and the students
gave both the chapter and orga
nization a “shot of adrenaline”

by increasing the membership.
The other two awards were out
standing communications and
an outstanding chapter plan, a
plan for the year that includes

goals and objectives of the as
sociation’s board members.
Landon said the purpose
of GVSU’s AMA is to prepare
students for what they will do in
the future regarding marketing.
There is a local chapter for older
members of the community
which students can join after
graduation.
AMA meetings are held ev
ery other Thursday at 6 p.m. in
the University Club, Building C
at GVSU’s Pew Campus.
For more information visit
w ww.grand val ley ama .com.

cstoskopf@ lanthorn com

Following the tradition of
most big name public universi
ties in Michigan, Grand Valley
State University students, fac
ulty and staff will begin work
on the “Grand Valley Journal
of History” this fall.
The “Grand Valley Journal
of History” will be a place for
students, particularly those
outside of the physical sci
ence majors, to publish their
work. History major Akshay
Sarathi, who suggested and
organized the history journal,
said it will seek to provide a
forum for students at GVSU to
share history-related research
conducted during their under
graduate career.
“We are going to take a re
ally broad definition of what
history is, so any paper that is
written by any discipline dur
ing a student’s undergraduate
career at Grand Valley that
has a gcxxl historical base is
open to publication,” Sara
thi said. “I’ve been thinking
for a while that a lot of social
science majors, at least at the
undergraduate level, don’t re
ally have a gcxxl place to share
their research and publish their
work.”
Sarathi said he was moti
vated by the difference in pub
lishing opportunities for sci
ence and non-science majors.
“Writing is such an im
portant part of being a social
science major or humanities
major that if you can’t share
that work, the writing sort of
loses its flavor after a while,”
he said. “The physical science
majors just have so much go
ing for them. They have con
ferences and they have papers
they can publish in journals,
and I thought that was a little
unfair.”
Sarathi wrote to the chair
of the history department,
Gretchen Galbraith, to share
his idea about establishing a
journal at GVSU. His proposal
was unanimously approved.
“On a national level, under
graduate publishing for history
majors, or any other social sci
ence or humanities major, are
limited, so this is a really big
deal because it gives us an edge
over a lot of colleges,” Sarathi
said. “Not only that, but people
don’t realize the importance of
writing for the humanities and
for the social sciences.”

SARATHI
//

Writing is such
an important part
of being a social
science major or
humanities major
that if you can't
share that work,
the writing sort
of loses its flavor
after a while/7
-Akshay Sarathi
Journal organizer
Also beginning in the fall,
GVSU will offer two HST
380 classes for students who
are interested in working on
the journal. The courses, three
credits each, will serve as a
time for students to prepare the
journal for publication.
Jeremiah Cataldo, the jour
nal’s faculty adviser, said the
course will focus on setting
up the structure, establishing
bylaws and providing students
with the necessary experience
to take over leadership roles
in the journal. Cataldo added
that an institutional structure is
in the works to ensure that the
journal can continue to operate
in future years.
“The journal will be a stu
dent-run journal showcasing
student scholarship,” he said.
“...It creates an opportunity for
students to participate in creat
ing a representation of GVSU
that is not only student pro
duced, in terms of its structure
but also promotes student-pro
duced scholarship.”
Those interested in getting
involved should contact Sara-1
thi by email at sarathia@mail;
gvsu.edu.

Irinf^er@ lanthorn com

Courtesy photo / Kara Panfil

Shots of adrenaline: GVSU's American Marketing Association student
board members (pictured) took home three awards from the International
Collegiate Conference, including one for revitalizing their chapter.
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SPORTS SHORTS
MIRANDA CLEARLY

Two of a kind on the course
Kauble support system grounds golfing sisters

NAMED CONFERENCE
PLAYER OF THE WEEK
By Zach Sepanik
After
hit
ting a home
run in four
consecutive
games and tal
lying her first
two-homer
performance,
softball
third
baseman Miranda
was
Clearly
CLEARLY
awarded the
GLIAC Player of
the Week honors on Monday.
The freshman helped the Lakers
post a 5-1 mark on a six-game road
trip through Ohio last weekend,
where she had a .389 batting aver
age with five homers and 11 RBI.
Cleary is hitting .323 on the season
with nine home runs and 26 RBI.
The Lakers will take on the vis
iting Timberwolves of Northwood
University on Saturday and Sunday
this weekend in a pair of doubleheaders that will serve as the team's
home opener.
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MEN’S GOLF SIGNS
NICI101 AS WILLIAMS
Grand Valley State University
men's golf coach Don Underwood
announced the signing of highly
touted recruit Nicholas Williams on
Tuesday.
Williams, a product of North
Farmington High School, has been
a three-time all-conference pick
and was an all-state selection as
a sophomore. He helped North
Farmington to a league champion
ship during his junior season while
notching a 75.9 scoring average and
was named to the all-conference,
all-area and all-academic teams.

Weekend Schedule
TENNIS:
Friday 3:30 p.m.: M. Tennis at Lake
Erie
Saturday 10 a.m.: M. Tennis at
Ohio Dominican
Sunday 11 a.m.: M. Tennis at
Wayne State
BASEBALL:
Saturday 1 p.m.: Baseball at
Ashland (DH)
Sunday Noon: Baseball at Ashland
(DH)
SOFTBALL:
Saturday 1 p.m.: Softball vs.
Northwood (DH)
Sunday Noon: Softball vs.
Northwood (DH)
TRACK AND FIELD:
Saturday: M./W. Track at Spartan
Invitational
GOLF:
Saturday: M. Golf at Great
Lakes Regional Invitational 2 in
Georgetown, Ky.
Sunday: M. Golf at Great Lakes
Regional Invitational 2
Sunday: W. Golf at Womens Vulcan
Invitational in Belle Vernon, Pa.
ROWING:
Saturday: Rowing hosts Don
Lubbers Cup Regatta
LACROSSE:
Today 5:30 p.m.: W. Lacrosse at
Calvin College
Saturday 1 p.m.: M. Lacrosse at
Calvin College

GVL Staff Writer

t is a rare occurrence for
someone to get to play
a collegiate sport with a
sibling. For sophomore
Danyelle Kauble and freshman
Cassady Kauble, competing to
gether on the Grand Valley State
University women’s golf team
as walk-ons and supporting each
other on a daily basis are rou
tine.
“They weren’t stand-out
golfers in high school, but I saw
some abilities that I thought
could develop over time with
some instruction,” said GVSU
head coach Rebecca Mailloux.
“Danyelle has come a long way
since she got here. She has defi
nitely had some good rounds
for us and has gotten better over
the two years she has been here.
Cassady is a freshman and we
have been working on getting
more experience for her. She has
developed her game since high
school as well.”
GVL / Rane Martin
Danyelle Kauble didn’t come
to GVSU for golf. As an honors Sister act: Cassady Kauble takes a swing while sister Danyelle Kauble looks on. The two sisters, who joined the team as walk-ons, act as support systems.
college student, she came for the
“We are definitely good friends,” she
academics, but after talking to talked to her all through last year so I had
//
said. “On the course we don’t just have
Mailloux she realized she could an edge on the transfer. I knew what was
I think they
the normal teammate support, but sup
pull off both.
coming and what to expect.’’
competitively feed off of
port from each other.”
“The honors program defi
Like any sibling pair, some rivalry
The goal for each is to continue to get
each other sometimes.
nitely helped guide me to where exists. While they are both supportive of
better. Danyelle Kauble travels to SouthI wanted to go,” she said. “I each other, the competitiveness between
They obviously want to
field to work on her swing with a local
walked in the building and I the two is still very apparent.
beat each other but also
pro. For Cassady Kauble, it is about
knew this is where I wanted to
“I’m definitely the better of the two
gaining
experience.
be. Also, I didn’t want to go to of us,” Danyelle Kauble joked.
encourage each other to
Their work ethic does not go unno
college and not do some sport.
The sisters’ relationship extends be
do well/*
ticed.
When Coach gave me the op yond a rivalry and exerts the strength of
‘Typically, walks-on are playing for
-Rebecca Mailloux
portunity, I knew I wanted to do true support, something Mailloux said
the love of the game, not to say scholar
it.”
she noticed.
GVSU head coach
ship players are not,” Mailloux said. “It
As a freshman, Cassady
“I think they competitively feed off
varies on the individual, however. The
Kauble has also had to learn to of each other sometimes,” Mailloux
competitive,” she said. “It is a big rivalry
role these girls play on the team! goes be
transition from the high school said. “They obviously want to beat each
to see who can get the spot for the week.
yond their abilities. They don’t ever feel
scene to college, both academi other but also encourage each other to
However, Cassady and I are definitely
they shouldn’t show up for practice or
cally and athletically.
do well. I think they are a good support
each other’s support system. We support
that they deserve a break over anybody
“In terms of golf. Coach system for each other.”
each other in everything. We don’t get
else just because of their walk-on status.
|Mailloux] has been very in
Danyelle Kauble said the support
jealous of each other. It is more a con
I do the same thing for them as I do for
fluential for me," she said. “In they show is toward everything, not just
gratulatory thing and move on to work
all of my players. I don’t treat them any
terms of transitioning from high golf. When one beats the other, there are
harder next time.”
differently.”
school to college, I would say no hard feelings.
Cassady Kauble echoed her sister's
zsepanik @ lanthorn xom
Danyelle has helped the most. I
“In high school, we were definitely
sentiments.
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Laker women's lacrosse optimistic, excited as
spring 2012 season draws closer
mmm

By Derek Wolff

■ fiL

Assistant Sports Editor

While March is often associated
around Grand Valley State University
with springtime, basketball and the fi
nal crunch before finals, members of
the varsity lacrosse program had an
other reason to celebrate the month.
The official countdown to the
team’s 2012 program-opening debut
against Pfeiffer University on March
1,2012 is down to just 336 days as
of today. That fact has resonated well
with the team, which has been train
ing since tryouts in September 2010
while actively recruiting freshmen
from several states.
Now that the team has eclipsed the
one-year mark in waiting, excitement
and anxiety to play in its first varsity
game has gripped the team, said Alex
ia O'Connor, freshman defender and
first recruiting class member.
“I am beyond ecstatic and cannot
wait for the (2012) season,” O'Connor
said. “We’ve put a lot of time and hard
work in already, and I think because
we’ve had that and still have a year
more we will be strong as a team.’’
Although the final roster is not yet
set in stone, the team is made up of
former GVSU club lacrosse players
as well as recruited freshmen from
the 2010 class. Joining them will be

GVL Archive / Eric Coulter

Making th« jump: Club players Hanna Dinnian (15) and Alex Davis (19) control the ball during a
past match. The varsity team will feature freshmen recruited from across the country.

17 athletes from the 2011 class, hailing
from Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin,
Ohio. Maryland and New York.
Women’s lacrosse is GVSU’s 20th
varsity sport, and on the heels of the
school’s legacy of winning and com
petitive nature, the program hopes to
accomplish the same level of success.
GVSU head coach Alicia Groveston said she hopes to model her team
off of Division I powerhouse North
western University and the team’s
preparation and focus should allow
players to easily acclimate to playing

competitive lacrosse at the Division II
level.
“We want to be the premier school
for lacrosse in the Midwest for Divi
sion II,” Groveston said. “Northwest
ern has set the bar high in this region,
and we can only hope to be as success
ful as they have become. Our prepara
tion is what will carry us through, and
I know that our student athletes have
the drive and passion to achieve great
ness.”
That passion and enthusiasm is re
flected amongst the players, who show

dw'olff® lanthorn x om
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up in the morning four to five times
a week for practice even though the
first game is still almost a full year
away.
“We have made a lot of progress
and learned more about executing
plays at the Division II college lev
el,” said Trisha Blake, a junior de
fender. “We’ve learned more about
each other in the process too, which
has been great in going forward. We
feel really prepared and know that
GVSU instills and expects greatness
from their teams and athletes.”
Sophomore midfielder Allyson
Fritts played for the club team last
year and is hopeful of making the
varsity squad.
“Playing club was very enjoyable,
but varsity has helped take my game
to another level and is more competi
tive,” Fritts said. “It’s always been a
dream of mine to play a varsity sport.
The learning experience from this
year and building and getting closer
as a team has been great and I think
that ail of that will pay off next sea
son.”
The Lakers will play independent
of a conference during their first sea
son. Only Tiffin and Lake Erie hav
ing varsity squads from the GLIAC.
Groveston and her staff, who will
actively spend many weeknights
and weekends watching high school
lacrosse games this spring, remain
undeterred about the team’s lack of
experience going into their first var
sity game come March 2012.
“We know creating a program
from the ground up will have its
challenges, but playing in our first
few games will not be one of them ”
she said. “Our student athletes will
have worked so hard for so long
that March 1,2012 is a day I am so
thrilled for to arrive.”
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MARTIN DOMINATES"-?1
Sophomore pitcher/third baseman has .534 avg, 13 HR, 37 RBI, 5-1 record on the season
By Jon Adamy
GVL Staff Writer

t’s not too often that an athlete can strike
fear into pitchers and hitters alike, but for
Grand Valley State University’s sopho
more softball pitcher Katie Martin, its all
part of the game.
After receiving the GLIAC Softball Player of
the Week title after the team’s trip down to Flor
ida, where she hit .543 and smacked six home
runs and 18 RBI, Martin has managed to keep
up her torrid pace. A starter in all of GVSU’s
(19-4,5-1 GLIAC) 23 games, Martin’s average
is still well above .500, and her 13 home runs on
tfte season are more than all of her 10 opponents
combined.
And she pitches, too.
While most players have enough trouble
excelling at either pitching or batting, Martin
is able to do both with startling efficiency. In
addition to gaudy batting statistics at the plate,
Martin has a team-best 2.10 HRA after pitching
in six games.
Martin finished last season by taking home
the 2010 GLIAC Freshman of the Year award,
which admittedly placed some pressure on her
shoulders. But it’s something she said she’s used
to her advantage.
“1 don’t really let that get to me or determine

I

Out of the park: Sophomore Katie Martin connects during a past game. Martin, who tops the team's pitchers
with a 2.10 ERA, is often intentionally walked by opposing pitchers because of her talents at the plate.

how I do. like 1 just go out there and try to do my
best every single time,” she said. “The pressure
doesn't do anything to me, 1 really enjoy being
under pressure like that.”
Martin is not the only one to feel the pres
sure when she plays. Opposing pitchers often
intentionally walk her rather than take the risk
of her knocking one out of the park when she
comes up to the plate. Thus far this season, she’s
walked almost twice as many times (15) as she’s

struck out (8).
GVSU head coach Doug Woods said even
when teams intentionally walk Martin, it helps
the Lakers.
“One of the good things is if we get people
on base in front of her it’s a little tough to pitch
aajund her,” Woods said. “We have some other
very good hitters behind her, so I’m hoping that
helps and they’ll have to pitch to her.”
When she does not get the opportunity to

swing when she’s at the plate, Martin knows
that it benefits her team in the end when she gets
on base.
“(Being intentionally walked) is a little bit
frustrating as it goes, but I just see myself as
someone on base and someone else can hit me
in so it’s for the best for the team,” Martin said.
“It does get frustrating but it’s worth it - if 1
score I know it’s worth it.”
The softball team does not have any seniors
on the roster this year, which means it’s up to
players like Martin to lead the team. Sophomore
infielder Kayleigh Bertram said Martin’s work
ethic rubs off on the rest of the Lakers.
“We can count on her to get some of the big
hits, but also we see that she’s putting in 100-per
cent effort, and that makes us want to put in one
hundred percent effort,” Bertram said.
For Martin, being a team player trumps indi
vidual accolades and home runs. She said when
she plays well, the team is excited for her just
like everyone else on the team.
“They’re all happy for me, but it’s not like
it’s a big deal because everybody’s doing it,”
Martin said. “No one singles me out, which is
perfectly fine - 1 don’t want that at all. I’ll get a
high five, of course, but so will the next person
who gets a home run or a base hit.”

jadamy@ lanthorn .com

BASEBALL

OFF TO A GOOD START
Pitching staff guides GV to 15-2 record to begin season
_____________________I____

17 games.
The Lakers have won
nine straight and haven’t
lost since March 5, and it’s
been a combination of the
team’s starters and bullpen
that have lead the team thus
far this season. During the
nine-game streak, GVSU
has given up just 24 runs
while scoring 65.

By Greg Monahan
GVL Staff Writer

It Is said in baseball that
good pitching stops good
hitting. That is exactly the
case for the Grand Valley
State University pitching
staff, which has lead the
team to 15 wins in its first
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Nine of the 11 pitches on
the Laker staff have already
recorded at least one win,
as both the starting rotation
and bullpen have shut down
opponents.
“1 knew the top end of
our pitching staff was going
to be pretty good, but I think
the surprise we’ve had so far
this season is the depth on
the roster,” said GVSU head
coach Steve Lyon. “Overall
they’ve thrown really well,
and I'd like to think we can
keep it up.”
As an entire unit, Laker
pitchers are 15-2 with a 2.55
team ERA.The staff has only
given up four home runs in
134 innings of work, which
Lyon said is even more im
pressive than it looks con
sidering college baseball is
played with aluminum bats.
“In college baseball, with
the metal bats, to have an
ERA like that is pretty amaz
ing,” Lyon said. “Hope
fully we can talk the same
way when we’ve played 55

Saving
easy as

games, but so far so good.”
Consistency has keyed
the Laker staff’s success
thus far. Through 17 games,
GVSU has only once given
up more than five runs and
has given up three runs or
less in 11 contests.
“As long as you can pick
away at the zone, you don’t
have to throw hard to be
successful,” said sophomore
reliever Brad Zambron, who
has a 2.13 ERA and two
saves on the season. “We’re
keeping the ball down really
well, and a lot of guys are lo
cating their off-speed pitch
es better than last year.”
While the team is giv
ing up a little more than 2.5
runs per game, the offense
is scoring more than 6.5 per
game. With a high-powered
offense behind him, junior
righthander Kyle Schepel
said the team will be able to
go a long way as long as the
pitching staff continues to
keep the runs off the board.
“It’s early in the year, I
know, but if we can keep
(the team ERA) right around
three, we will be set,” said
Schepel, who is tied for the
team lead with three wins.
“It’ll be tough to keep go
ing, because we have some
pretty good opponents com
ing up. If we keep pitching
the way we have been, 1
don’t see any reason why
we can’t keep it up.”
Schepel has been the

IS

... we
have some
pretty good
opponents
coming up.
If we keep
pitching the
way we have
been, I don't
see any reason
why we can't
keep going/7
-Kyle Schepel
Junior righthander

GVL Archive/ Andrew Mills

brightest spot on an alreadyshining staff, as the starter
is 3-0 with a 0.75 ERA and
is holding opposing batters
to a .146 batting average.
His ability to mix his changeup and curveball with an
overpowering fastball has
made him seem unhittable
at times.
“There isn’t much that
phases him,” Lyon said. “He

HAPPY HOUR
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-

12 OZ COFFEE
16 OZ FOUNTAIN DRINK

PIZZA SLICE

Save money and electricity
by switching off the lights
when you leave the room.

FOLLOW US FOR MORE HAPPY DEALS

sports@ lanthorn .com
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is probably our one true
power pitcher. He throws
harder than some of our
other starters, he can get
his fastball located and he
has good movement on it,
so he doesn’t have to rely
too much on his off-speed
pitches, although his offspeed stuff is also pretty
good, too.”
As the team prepares to
take on conference rival
Ashland University this
weekend, a weekend sweep
would move the win streak
to 13 and set the team up
for its home opener against
Hillsdale College Tuesday.
“Every series is big”
Schepel said. "But we know
Ashland and they know us,
and rivalry games are al
ways fun games. If we can
come away with some wins,
maybe sweep the weekend,
that will set us up really
well for the rest of the year
in the GLIAC.”
First pitch of Saturday’s
doubleheader against Ash
land is on Saturday at I
p.m. The two teams will
square off in another twinbill on Sunday, with a noon
start time.
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ROWING

MEN'S GOLF

Men looking to regain fall
success on road to nationals
By Brady Fredericksen
GVL Senior Reporter

GVL Archive / Eric Coulter

Tradition: Don Lubbers (left) stands with the GVSU crew at a past Lubbers Cup Regatta. The team will face off against
schools from across the country Saturday, including the Coast Guard Academy, where President Haas once taught.

Rowers to hold Lubbers Cup Regatta
By Kevin VanAntwerpen
GVL Staff Writer

The 16th-annual Lubbers
Cup rowing regatta - to be held
in Spring Lake, Mich., this Sat
urday - is going to be the “big
gest and best ever,” as put by
GVSU head rowing coach John
Bancheri. The regatta will in
clude 13 schools, 130 boats and
more than 600 athletes.
“We’ve basically been pre
paring since September for our
spring racing season,” Bancheri
said. “The students have put in a
lot of mileage and worked very
hard to get w here they are today
... but now it’s show time. It’s
like putting on a huge Broad
way show, and the opening act
is our Lubbers Cup this week
end.”
The regatta will be held
out of the Spring Lake Yacht
Club. It will include teams from
across North America, includ
ing the United States Coast
Guard Academy (New London,
Ct.). Brock University (Ontario,
Canada), the University of Vir
ginia and Wheaton University
(from Wheaton, III.).
Both Brock University and

the Coast Guard Academy have
connections back to the area.
For Brock University, Spring
I^ake resident Leo LeBlanc do
nated their “state of the art” in
door rowing and training center.
For the Coast Guard Academy,
one of their former chemistry
professors - lliomas J. Haas is now the fourth president of
Grand Valley State University.
“You have all these connec
tions that just grew, and 1 don’t
want to say it’s like an act of di
vine intervention, but it’s almost
serendipitous,” Bancheri said.
Bancheri emphasized a
deep history behind the Lub
bers Cup, which first began in
1996. It was named after Arend
“Don” Lubbers, who was presi
dent of Grand Valley from 1969
to 2001.
“Lubbers was always very
supportive of rowing,” said
Shane Szalai, who was presi
dent of the leakers rowing club
when the regatta began. “It was
just unanimous that we’d name
it after him. I don’t think any
one even threw out any other
ideas.”
Szalai said he had no idea
how big the Lubbers Cup would
become.

“It was first held at the
Grand Valley Boathouse, right
on campus and was just a home
town sort of thing,” Szalai said.
“There were eight boats, prob
ably, with only eight races.
Personally, I just expected it
to remain a dual (meet) every
spring ... but it just grew. And •
since Bancheri’s come, we’ve
had teams coming from very far
away. That’s a really big deal.”
Since the meet has gotten so
large, GVSU had no choice but
to move it to Spring Lake.
“Partnering with GVSU to
bring rowers from all over the
country to Spring l^ake is a fan
tastic opportunity to showcase
our communities to parents,
students and faculty,” said Joy
Gaasch, president of the Spring
Lake Chamber of Commerce.
Bancheri added that he’d like
to see even more come from the
regatta in the future.
“I’d like to see this become
the best run regatta fpr rowers
on the water,” he added. “But
I’d also like it to become a cel
ebration of spring. It’s the open
ing of the waters when the ice is
gone. Almost like a blessing of
the boats.”
kvanantwerpen @ lanthorn rom

After a successful fall season, the Grand
Valley State University men’s golf team will
look to continue the good times as it rolls
into its primary spring season.
After a third-place finish in the GLIAC
Championships in October, GVSU head coac
Don Underwood’s Lakers started the spring
slow with a 12th-place finish to open the sea
son at the Richard Rendleman Invitational in
Salisbury, N.C.
Since the early-March tournament, the
Lakers have started to find their swing in
their tour of the southern U.S., finishing third
at the Tusculum Invitational in Greenville,
Tenn., and 4th at the E-Z Go Spring Classic
in Butler, Ky.
“We haven’t been quite as good as what
we’re looking for so far,” said Underwood,
who’s in his 17th year as GVSU head coach.
“It hasn’t been horrible - we’ve had some re
ally good efforts, but we’re just not getting
quite enough of them.”
With the golf season being divided into
two parts - fall and spring - the team is finally
settling into practicing in Allendale. As that
continuity continues to return, so will their
game, said junior Nick Gunthorpe.
“This is the first time we’ve gotten to get
some practice in on the grass,” said Gunthor
pe, who carded a 160 (79-81) at the E-Z Go
Spring Classic. “Once we find our swing and
figure out our short game, it should help us
all going forward.”
Expectations of inconsistency are expect
ed from the younger golfers, especially early
in the season, but it has actually been the up
perclassmen who have had trouble getting
back into the flow.
“I think that some of our young guys have
played well, and we need our upperclassman
playing better,” Underwood said. “I’m con
fident they will, we just need to figure out
what we can do to help them get it going this
spring.”
The play of the freshmen Chris Cunning
ham, last week’s GLIAC Men’s Golf Athlete
of the Week, and Alex Willnow have been
a pleasant surprise this season. The duo has
carried the team while the veterans round

Undergraduate and

po do

graduate courses available
online or face-to-face at 12
CMU Centers

CMU has the quality classes you need this
summer, in the formats you want:
• Online
• Local weekend or evening face-to-face classes
• Compressed terms

Call 877-268-4636 for more information or

go to www.cmich.edu/summer
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Taking a mulligan: Junior Travis Shooks follows through
a swing in a past match. The Lakers have struggled after
a slow start this spring despite a strong fall season.

back into their game form and will look to
continue that strong play going into the Great
Lakes Region Invitational this weekend.
“There’s always more emphasis on the
Regionals,” Gunthorpe said. “With the way
the freshman are playing, the experience they
have is going to help us score consistently.”
Underwood said getting more out of all
of his golfers is the key moving forward, but
he expects that the team’s extensive travel
schedule will help them bond. The team only
plays one tournament at home each season,
the Arendsen in late September, so the con
stant travel has helped build a bond among
the golfers.
“I think the bonding that goes on with
traveling together is a plus,” Underwood
said. “There’s value in the guys being around
each other, but traveling is kind of the nature
of the sport so they’re used to it.”
The team will look to find consistency
at this weekend’s regional, the first step in
a month-long journey to the NCAA Cham
pionships.

bfredericksen @ lanthorn .corn

Elijah Brumback, A&E Editor
arts@lanthorn.com
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arts &
entertainment

» A & E Briefs
" Auditions for GVSU's Shakespeare
Festival productions of'Twelfth
Night' and the touring show "Bard
To Go" begin next week.
Audition one is Monday from
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. in Room 1506
of. the Performing Arts Center.
Audition two is Tuesday from 6 to
8 p.m. in the same room. Callbacks
will be Wednesday, time TBD.
Auditions consist of two
contrasting prepared monologues,
including one that is a Shakespeare
piece. To schedule an audition, sign
up for a slot at the PAC Box Office,
open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday.
Call 616-331-2300 for more
details.

^ Open Concept Gallery, a
nonprofit gallery showcasing
contemporary art, is putting
together the final elements of
the SMart Multimedia Art Festival
(SMart Fest) taking place in Grand
Rapids April 4-8.
SMart Fest was founded by Dr.
Zora Carrier, Executive Director of
Open Concept Gallery, in 2006 with
the cooperation of the Community
Media Center. Each year the latest
international trends in multimedia
art are exhibited in gallery spaces
around the city for the public to
view, digest and discuss, for free.
For more information about
Open Concept Gallery go to www.
openconceptgallery.org

GVl / Nicole Lamson

To the deathl: Two actors perfect a fight scene for "Braggart Soldier," which debuts tomorrow at 7:30 p.m. The play is a modern translation of an ancient Roman comedy.

//

It’s very much like
a cartoon in that

TURNS

ROMAN CO

we have such broad
physical comedy
combined with
such an intelligent
script...,;
-Benjamin Cole
Director

GVSU Theatre prepares for 'Braggart Soldier'
he said. “And the jokes are still very
relevant. The actors have all picked up
on their characters really well.”
GVL A&E Editor
Ilie play tells the story of a vain
efore
the
Colosseum and cocksure soldier who believes
opened in 80 A.D., and himself to be the toast of the town.
the Roman people went to The soldier captures a young woman
cheer on slaves as they bru and holds her against her will; lucky
tally hacked each other up. theyfor
loved
her. the foolhardy soldier employs
to go see witty rom-corns at the lcx:al a slave who owes allegiance to her
playhouse. “Braggart Soldier,” writ true lover. With the help of a tricky
ten by the famous playwright Plautus, old man, a plot is devised against the
was one such play.
arrogant soldier and hilarity ensues.
Production on the play began in
Director Benjamin Cole, a com
mid-February and starting April I, munications professor at GVSU. said
Grand Valley State University Theatre this play is likely one of the oldest the
will perform the piece as translated by program has done, but in this transla
Erich Segal.
tion, it's the physical, slap-stick com
Segal, who wrote the screenplay edy and Segal’s heightened sense of
for The Beatles' l%8 film Yellow
language that stands out.
Submarine, adapted ‘Braggart Sol
“It’s very much like a cartcx)ii in
dier’ the same year in his book “Rev that we have such a broad physical
man laughter: The Comedy of Plau comedy combined with such an in
tus.”
telligent script of characters playing
Hannah Nicholson, senior theater tricks on each other, that following the
major .and stage manager, said the tradition of comedy has a intelligent
play will be - a very modem adapta mix of both,” Cole said.
tion. Unlike some Shakespearian ptxv
Cole said he thinks if you like ETugs
ductions of the past, Nicholson said Bunny, you'll enjoy the play.
the dialogue uses everyday language,
For actor Joe Cox, who will play
far from its Latin origins.
Palaestrio. the best part of the produc
“The plot line is very simplistic,” tion so far is seeing what his fellow

By Elijah Brumback

$GV unvwjSing veterans memorial
)) Student artist Joey Salamon
will unveil his 14 foot by 10 foot
veterans memorial painting in the
Central Utilities building Sunday
at 3 p.m. The events are held in
conjunction with WGVU to help
raise awareness for Vietnam
veterans. A poem, written by
a veteran and former GV staff
member, will accompany the
painting.
For more information on
the events, visit www.gvsu.edu/
veterans.
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Break a leg: (Above and below) Students
rehearse fight scenes for "Braggart
Soldier," the story of a Roman soldier
tricked by a captive woman and a slave.

GVSU Writers Series to host
Dinty Moore
^ Winner of the Grub Street
Nonfiction Book Prize in 2009 for his
memoir, Between Panic & Desire,
the GVSU Writers Series welcomes
. author Dinty Moore on April 7 at 5
p.m. in the Alumni House. Moore
has published essays and stories in
'The Southern Review,'"The Georgia
Review,"Harpers Bazaar,""The New
York Times Sunday Magazine,""The
Philadelphia Inquirer Magazine,"
"Gettysburg Review,""Utne Reader,"
and "Crazyhorse."
Moore is a professor of
nonfiction writing at Ohio
University. His other titles include
"The Accidental Buddhist,"The
Emperor's Virtual Clothes" and the
writing guide, "Crafting The Personal
Essay: A Guide for Writing and
Publishing Creative Nonfiction."

^ GVSU and other area colleges
and sponsors have joined together
to present the second annual Grand
Rapids Latin American Film Festival,
April 7 to 9.
The festival is open to the public
and all events at Wealthy Theatre
are free. The festival opens April
7 with two screenings of Roberto
Girault's film, "El estudiante," from
Mexico, at Celebration! Cinema
River Town at 6 and 8 p.m. A $3
admission is charged at this event
only.
The festival will continue April 8
and 9 with free films and a special
guest at Wealthy Theatre.

cast members have done with their
characterization.
“Memorization is the easiest part,”
he said. “We’ve had some confusion
on how to pronounce the names, but
everything seems to be coming along
nicely.”
Cox said the slapstick nature of
the play is something he’s particularly
fond of. Considering the physical na
ture of the play and having recently
recovered from a bout with mono,
Cox said all is well.
Box Office manager for the Lwis
Armstrong Theater Jack Lane said he
expects to sell more that 1,600 tickets
for the show.
“Generally speaking, comedies do
sell better than more serious dramas,”
he said. “The biggest impact on sales
is name recognition, but recognizable
productions are also far more expen
sive to produce due to the rights and
royalties.”
Performances of “Braggart Sol
dier” are April 1,2,7,8, and 9 at 7:30
p.m., with 2 p.m. matinees on April
3 and 10. Tickets for the show range
from $6 to $ 12 and can be purchased
at the Louis Armstrong Theatre box
office or from www.startickeLs.com.

arts @ lanthorn x •om

Vertigo Records spins big retailer competition
Music, customer relations
enables 11 years of success
By Patrick Nothaft
GVL Staff Writer

Pull open Vertigo Music’s heavy wooden drxtr
by its tarnished brass handle, and you might hear
the warm voice of a tall man asking a customer how
his new car is running or if he caught the Minus the
Bear show at the Intersection last Friday.
TTtere is a cash register in front of him, but the
tall man could easily pass for a customer in the re
cord store he manages. His name is Herm Baker,
and he wears no-name jeans and a faded T-shirt, an
outfit that crxxdinates with the store’s scuffed hard
wood fl(x>rs and chalky brick walls.
Baker has managed Vertigo Music since it
opened 11 years ago on Division Avenue in down
town Grand Rapids.
While the digital download has forced many
record shops like Vertigo out of business. Baker at
tributes the store's success to the relationships he
has built with his customers.
“I know a lot of my customers by their first
names ” he said. “I see them at shows, and I con
sider them part of the Vertigo family. It’s building
that relationship that keeps you coming back to a
place, and I think we’ve done fairly well.”
Abbie Evans, a senior marketing major at Grand
Valley State University, has been shopping at Ver
tigo for more than three years and said the store’s
friendly environment keeps her coming back.

“They have great music playing that the person
at the register chooses, and it’s nice to talk to them
about it ” Evans said. “They're very nice and give
recommendations that have always worked out in
the past.”
That type of service can be hard to find at chain
retailers that make most of their money on things
other than music.
Baker said that the inability of chain retailers
to satisfy his musical appetite was one of the main
reasons Vertigo exists.
“We opened the store because it was some
thing that I was kxtking for as a customer,” said the
50-year-old Grand Rapids native. “TTie stuff I was
looking for. I couldn’t find in town. We realized that
there was a niche, and a lot of it was underground,
alternative, smaller-label stuff.”
Vertigo’s thin, wtxxlen shelves hold approxi
mately 20JKK) new and used CDs and 18.000 new
and used vinyl I ,Ps, all of which are categorized into
genres ranging from “Acid Jazz" to “Indie R(x:k."
“We look for things that we know our custom
ers are going to like, and we try to avoid the main
stream things that you can find anywhere in town,”
he said. “A lot of stuff you can’t find anywhere but
here.”
Customers that can’t find what they are Uxtking
for at Vertigo often tell Baker the artist and album
title, and his response is usually, “I’ll have it in by
next Tuesday.”
Vertigo employee Jeremy Ensley has heard
some strange requests during his 6 years working at
the store, but he said Baker always does his best to
get the customers what they want.

GVL / Tara Aday

Music lover's dream: Vertigo Music's shelves (pictured) hold
more than 45,000 new and used CDs and vinyls. Customer
interactions make Vertigo stand out from its competitors

“(Baker) spends a lot of time digging for releases
that are out of print and hard to find," Ensley said.
“He knows collectors, so when they are ready to get
rid of some of their records and CDs that they’ve
been holding on to for a long time, he can put them
into stock, and he knows who’s looking for what.”
pnotluift@ lanthorn x om
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Announcements

Roommates

Employment

GV Car Show! April 9th from
2pm-6pm. GVSU Allendale
Campus Lot H. Proceeds to
benefit Companions in Cour
age. Free attendance but do
nations are encouraged.

Subleaser needed for August
2011- July 2012. 48 West.
Style A apartment. Rent
$420/month.
4
bedrooms/private bath
rooms. For more information
email langi@mail.gvsu.edu

Lanthorn Ad Designer Posi
tions available beginning
Summer & Fall 2011. Experi
ence needed on Mac, Pho
toshop, and illustrator. Apply
today in the Lanthorn office
0051
Kirkhof.
Call
616-331-2484 or email advertising@lanthorn.com with
questions. Underclassmen
preferred.

Seniors Graduating in April,
Don’t forget to order gradua
tion announcements and a
diploma frame. Signature An
nouncements has a package
starting from $32.99. Order
today
at
www.SignatureA.com or call
888-830-8305
Dress For Success Fashion
Show, March 31 from 4:30 to
6:00pm. Cook-DeWitt Cen
ter. Complimentary profes
sional clothing, tips, prizes
and complimentary dessert.
Take summer classes at
Central Michigan University.
Undergraduate and graduate
classes available online, eve
nings, and weekends. Apply
before April 17 and $50 ap
plication fee is waived. Call
877-268-4636 or visit
www.cmich.edu/summer for
more information.
Want GVSU news now? The
Lanthorn has it covered. Visit
our website, Facebook, You
Tube, or Twitter for the latest
GVSU campus and sports
news, www.lanthorn.com

Entertainment
GV Car Show! April 9th from
2pm-6pm. GVSU Allendale
Campus Lot H. Proceed to
benefit Companions in Cour
age. Free attendance but do
nations are encouraged.

Wanted: Sub-leaser for 4
bedroom Townhouse in Cop
per Beech. My roommate
and I would both like to sub
lease. For more information
contact
pawsonb@mail.gvsu.edu

Services
Experienced Attorney 3 Miles
from Campus. 616.895.7300.
www.davidknoesterplc.com
616-895-7300
Ride the G.R. Hopper this
weekend. Only $10 per per
son round trip from Allendale
(reservation required). Ride
includes unlimited bar hop
ping and other specials at
downtown bars and restau
rants. Call 616-606-0467 or
email staff@grhopper.com

Wanted
The 2011-12 GVSU Women’s
hockey team in looking for a
hockey individual to be the
team manager. The team
manager would help organize
HOME game day activities as
well as travel with the team
to AWAY games. Anyone in
terested in the position
should email Coach Cory
Whitaker
at
whitakco@gvsu.edu or call
him at 616-299-8713.

Lanthorn Advertising Sales
Representative Positions
available beginning Fall 2011.
Can be used as an intern
ship. Real life experience
with clients and good pay.
Apply now at The Lanthorn
office 0051 Kirkhof Center.
Call 616-331-2484 or email
advertising@lanthorn.com
with questions. Underclassmen preferred.
College Pro is now hiring
painters all across the state
to work outdoors with other
students. Earn $3k-$5k. Ad
vancement opportunities.
1-888-277-9787
or
www.collgepro.com
Spend your summer in Maine
at Tripp Lake Camp. Male
and Female counselors
needed June-August, Resi
dential. Apply online at
www.tripplakecamp.com
The Lanthorn is hiring an
A&E Writer. Paid position,
apply today at the Lanthorn
Office, 0051 Kirkhof Center.
616-331-2460
The Lanthorn is hiring for
Distribution. Paid position,
apply today at the Lanthorn
Office, 0051 Kirkhof Center.
616-331-2460.
The Lanthorn is hiring Layout
Designers. Paid position,
apply today at the Lanthorn
Office, 0051 Kirkhof Center.
616-331-2460.

advertise here...
call: (616) 331-2460
4SSf“-

Work on Mackinac Island.
Make lifelong friends. The Is
land House Hotel and Ryba’s
Fudge Shops are looking for
help in all areas this summer:
Front Desk, Bell Staff, Wait
Staff, Sales Clerks, Kitchen,
Baristas. Housing, bonus,
and discounted meals. (906)
847-7196. www.theislandhouse.com

“As-,.. .

The Lanthorn is Currently

HirinG
(2011/2012)

rAdvertising

Representatives
-Graphic/Layout
Designers
All POSITIONS ARE PAID, Part-Time.
Can be used as Internships

ApplytodayinthelinttioniOfKe
9 LOWER KIRKH0F ROOM 0051

fMofiuom

A&E Writer
-Web Team

616-331-2460

Super Crossword
Across

1 School tool
6 Sahara
vision
12 Crestfallen
15 Pigskin prop
18 “Carmen”
and "The
Consul”
20 Genesis
peak
21 In-your-face
item?
22 Director
Ashby
23 SIDE LINE
27 Extremity
28 Nurse’s
helper
29 East ender?
30 Sly trick
31 Composer
Thomas
32 Rocky’s
rival
36 Author
Antonia
38 Mingo's
portrayer
41 Fiddling
emperor
42 Turn of
phrase
44 SKY LINE
52 Nonclerical
53 New Jersey
athletes
54 Scuba site
55 TV’s
Fly
Away”
57 Mischiefmaker
58 Rhone
feeder
59 Has on
61 Singer
1

9

Babilonia
97 Amis'

“Lucky —"
98 Sound of
disapproval
102 Under the
— (secretly)
103 Cupid’s
missile
104 Sierra —
106 Philharmon
ic section
107 Bleak
critique
108 Whirlpool
109 With
94 Down,
fragrant
container
111 Cornfield
critter
eg76 Coloratura 112 Only
113 “Puppy
Pons
80 Neighbor of
Love"
singer
Niger
114
Gallagher
of
81 Man or
stallion
Oasis
82 Patrick of
115 Utah city
“A
117 Actor’s
lunch?.
Clockwork
Orange”
118 Self-esteem
84 Shake
119 Theater sign
spearean
120 Word with
take or
infinitive
hang
85 Kind of print
121 Solo of
86 Factions
“Star Wars’
87 Owns
122 Coleridge
90 Leonine
composition
Lahr
Good
91 Reasonably 123
balanced
Cop"
('91 film)
94 See 109
Down
95 China's —
Biao
96 Skater
15

10

16

17

22

20

39

40

14
52
57
53

102

103 104

110
116

128

University Townhouses &
Apartments. Less than 2
miles from campus. Free
parking, free heat, free laun
dry. 2 & 4 bedroom units
available.
www.gvhouses.com or call
(616)477-5511

8

60 Vacation
sensation
61 Numbers
man?
62 Kansas city
64 Soon
66 Show one’s
teeth
69 Vane letters
70 Serengeti
sahib
71 Cut of meat
72 Blender
setting
73 Show one’s
feelings
74 Bovine
bellow
75 The
Ramayana,"

27

Cambridge Partners apart-

House for rent, downtown
GR. Located just one mile
from GVSU’s downtown
campus, right next to the 50
bus stop. 4 bedrooms, 2
bath. Call (616) 437-3214

r

7

head
quarters?
15 Anatole
France
novel
16 Combs of
baseball
17 Glue guy
19 Pelt
24 Chemical
suffix
25 Poultry
purchase
26 Wise guy
31 — blond
32 Leg joint
33 Pride of the
pumped-up
34
pro
nobis"
35 Prune
36 Vassal's
holding
37 Linear
measure
38
a day’s
work"
39 Biscayne
Bay city
40 “Aida”
setting
43 Club cost
45 QB's stats
46 Bounded
47 Shun
48 Beatles
beater
49 Cocky
50 Medicine
bottle
51 Actress
Sommer
56 Youngster
59 Squeezed
out the
suds

23

124

Grand Valley’s best kept
deal. University Townhomes
& Apartments guarantees the
lowest price per person. En
joy a quiet atmosphere with a
variety of home styles to
choose from less than 2
miles from campus. Call Tim
today 616-477-5511

3

18

Housing

out Grand Rapids. Affordable
pricing, GVSU student and
employee
specials,
www.cambridgepartnetsinc.c
om or call 888-848-2215.

2

green
Khan
113 Year, in
63 Naldi or
Yucatan
Talbot
116 BLOOD
65 Sty guy
LINE
66 Mardi —
67 Went white 124 Actor Chaney
68 HAIR LINE 125 Past
74 Breakfast
126 Expects the
worst
fruit
77 Jeroboam
127 Marts or
Mantle
contents
128 She's a
78 Color
sheep date
79 Criticize
129 — down
83 Speak
(destroy)
one’s mind
130 Petrarch
84 Accent
product
feature
131 Kingdom
86 Singer
Vaughan
DOWN
88 Mrs
1 Dressing
McKinley
gown
89 “Lorenzo’s
2 “Once — a
—” (’92
midnight
film)
dreary .."
90 Dividend
3 Balloon
91 41 Across’
tutor
material?
4 Be human
92 Be a pest
5 Tracking
93 LIFE LINE
99 Took on
tool
6 Medieval
board
weapon
100“— No
7 Bother
Sunshine"
8 Math abbr.
(71 hit)
9 Meyers of
101 Content
“Kate &
completely
Allie"
102 Aptitude
105
and Mis 10 Boyle's
concern
demeanors”
(’89 film)
11 Lucy’s
landlady
107 Act like a
12 Made
chicken
cotton
110 Belligerent
candy
deity
111 Reminder
13 Broadcast
14 Thieves’
112 Shade of

■

I

GO FIGURE! b* Linda Thistle
The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bot
tom and right-hand columns of
the diagram by following the
arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left
to right and top to bottom). Use
only the numbers below the
diagram to complete its blank
squares and use each of the
nine numbers only once.

DIFFICULTY: ★★★
★ Moderate ★ ★ Difficult
★ ★ ★ GO FIGURE!

1 1 2 4 5 6 7 8 9
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TS & ENTERTAINMENT

First assistant director ofGV's
summer film project and three
time winner of Last Laker Standing
makes Greg Kort king of comedy
By Tara Aday
GW. Special Contributor

As the semester winds down and graduating seniors
look to polish their resumes in search of job opportunities,
one Grand Valley State University senior will be able to

CONCERT @ THE

HOUSE

GVL Archive / Eric Coulter
Campus jester GVSU senior Greg Kort, a film and video major, performs at the Last Laker Standing finals. Kort's comedic stylings transfer to his film projects.

direct employers to the big screen for his work history.
Film student and Clinton Township native Greg Kort
recently added first assistant director of “Horizontal
Accidents,” GVSU’s student summer film project, to his
list of productions.
The darkly comedic film, which premieres April 7 at
Celebration Cinema North, tells the story of two modernday grave robbers and a tragic suicide that sets off a chain
reaction of events eventually leading one of the thieves to
reevaluate his life.
As first assistant director, Kort was in charge of
everything in the production phase from organizing
the shoot schedule to maintaining order on the set. The
position is one that Tom Castillo, screenplay writer
for “Horizontal Accidents,” said is often least liked by
crewmembers.
This was not the case for Kort.
“First assistant director is normally the person that
everyone hates on the set,” Castillo said. “But Greg went
in well-liked and came out well-liked, so that must mean
he did something right.”
Doing something right includes taking a film with a
relatively small budget - less than $25,000 - and turning
a screenplay into something that few could identify as a
student film.
“Overall, I think the shoot went really, really well,
amazingly so for a student film,” said Tom Seidman, the
film’s director. “I think the entire GVSU community will
be pretty impressed with what we pulled off.”
Echoing crewmembers’ opinions of Kort’s ability to
direct while remaining well-liked, Seidman said his laidback demeanor, which never got ruffled, made him a
wonderful assistant director.
“Plus he has a wicked sense of humor, which helped to
relax the crew - and me - over our long shooting hours,”
Seidman said.
Among other involvements in the Grand Valley
community, Kort is a three-time winner of Last Laker
Standing and co-director and co-producer of GVSU’s
LipDub.
Lucas Flora, the film’s second assistant camera and
Kort’s roommate, joked about his ability to motivate a
large group of people through his sense of humor, whether
it is on the set of “Horizontal Accidents” or the stage for
Last Laker Standing.

//

First (AD) is normally the person
that everyone hates on the set. But
Greg went in well-liked and came
out well-liked.77
-Tom Castillo
Screenwriter, "Horizontal Accidents"
“He duped a whole lot of people into voting for him
for Last Laker Standing three years in a row,” Flora said.
“That takes some talent when you’re as untalented as
Greg is.”
Although Kort hesitates to say his films have a specific
style, those who work with him see a refined sense of
humor in his comedy productions.
“A lot of the dialogues in his films are really witty,”
said Chris McGraw, film student and wardrobe manager
for the film. “It’s not the funny, hit-you-in-the-face fart
jokes — it’s smart jokes.”
Kort said his comedy and film are two things that are
not necessarily related.
“I don’t do either one because of the other one,” he said.
“I think comedy is where I naturally go with anything I
do just because I love to laugh, and I love to make people
laugh.”
For Kort, film — whether writing, producing or
directing — is where he would ultimately like to be, but
that does not mean stand-up comedy cannot be his means
of getting there. He said people tell him stories all the
time about B.J. Novak’s transition from stand-up comedy
to writing for NBC’s “The Office.”
“(Novak) did a stand-up set, and after the set, Greg
Daniels (director and writer of “The Office”) came up to
up to him and said ‘I love your set so much, do you want
to be a part of this new project I am working on, the U.S.
version of ‘The Office?”” Kort said. “Stand-up may be
my way into the film industry. They say all the time that
is more who you know than what you know.”

arts @ lanthorn .com
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"Get More for Less"
Located on Ridi Street
1 Mile from Allendale Campus
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